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Hello  everyone  -  and  let  me  first  of  all  wish  all  of  you
on  behalf  of  the  Yamaha  team  a  very  happy  and  healthy
New  Year!!  Isn't  it  amazing  how  the  years  fly  by……

At the end of last year we introduced the Regi-stick for
Tyros2 - and we were completely overwhelmed with
the response! I can't remember the last time we
received so many compliments about keyboard
software. However - we've also been inundated with
questions regarding the best use of the Regi-stick, so
I'm going to answer some of the most commonly
asked questions - and offer a few performance hints
and tips into the bargain.

Let’s begin with some of the questions that come up
time and time again… 

1.  What  is  Regi-sstick?

Regi-stick expands on the huge range of preset
registrations built into Tyros2 by adding professionally
programmed sounds from some of the UK's leading
Yamaha players including…

Ballroom registrations by Richard Bower

Latin registrations by Glyn Madden

Organ registrations by James Sargeant

Swing and Jazz registrations by Tony Pegler

'Crystal Sounds' registrations by James Sargeant

The Regi-stick also includes a series of ready to use
templates for a variety of keyboard, bass pedal and
Leslie speaker configurations, including all the relevant
MIDI templates, new pedal voicings and mixing
console setups. We've also included the very latest
operating system upgrade (including the new
MusicFinder Plus feature) - and a copy of the
MusicFinder 'Real Names' upgrade in case you didn't
already have this.

The Regi-stick is supplied on a 256MB USB flash
memory stick which means that you have loads of
extra room to store your own favourite settings too.

If you haven't already purchased a Regi-stick you don't
know what you're missing! Phone Cathy (01246
290454) for more details…

2. Which  instruments  does  Regi-sstick  work  with?

Regi-stick is designed specifically for Tyros2 - and will
not work with any other model. Sorry!

3. Why  have  Yamaha  produced  the  Regi-sstick?  Surely
the  standard  Tyros2  has  everything  that  you  would  
need?

Of course the preset One Touch Settings in Tyros2 are
fantastic. However, the way that the Regi-stick has
been programmed allowed us to introduce even more
new sounds to the already impressive factory presets.
The Regi-stick settings include revoiced and reworked
styles, edited voices and much more - that simply isn't
possible in factory One Touch Settings. 

4. Why  are  there  four  sets  of  Regi-sstick  data  on  the  
memory  stick?  Wouldn't  one  have  been  enough?

There are four sets to suit different keyboard and pedal
configurations. The original prototype Regi-stick that I
used whilst the software was being developed
contained all of the data in just one set. However, after
a lot of consideration, I felt that it would be much
clearer and easier for customers to simply load in the
relevant set for their instrument. In this way you never
see any setups which won't work properly in your
instrument.

5.  OK  -  so  which  set  should  I  use?

As we say, it depends on your instrument setup.
Choose the relevant set according to the guide in the
Regi-stick instruction sheet - here's a quick reminder.

Regi-stick set 1 Tyros2 (no expression pedal)

Regi-stick set 2 Tyros2 with expression pedal

Regi-stick set 3 Tyros2 with MIDI bass pedals

Regi-stick set 4 Tyros2 with second keyboard and
MIDI bass pedals

6.  Why  is  there  a  separate  set  for  use  with  an  
expression  pedal?

This is the single most commonly asked question!
I guess we're all used to the expression pedal
controlling the volume of the whole instrument - in the
same way as on an Electone organ. However,
musically this makes little sense. Picture the scene -
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the band's on stage, it plays through the chorus a couple of
times, and then it's time for a few solos… When the solo
instrumentalist steps forward to take his solo, the band
doesn't get louder to match… and when he's finished his
solo and steps back, the band don't play quieter… unless it's
a very strange band!

Regi-stick Set 2 is programmed to simulate the way a solo
instrumentalist (or organist) would work with a band or
combo. The volume of the soloist alone rises and falls within
the band. This allows for much more musical expression -
and many of you will know this is the way I always have my
Tyros2 set up. 

Many people have said; “If this is how it should be played,
why aren't the expression pedal settings programmed like
this at the factory?” Well, I guess the main reason must be
that not only does it take a little getting used to, but also it's
not the way an expression pedal traditionally works on an
organ. So, Yamaha make it work in the traditional way to
begin with - so that nobody gets any nasty surprises - and
you can change it to this new, more musical way, should you
prefer.

Of course, not everyone likes the instrument set up in this
way and if you’d prefer the expression pedal to control all
the parts (like an electronic organ) here are a couple of
solutions...

a) Use Regi-stick set 1 instead of set 2. If an expression 
pedal is used with set 1 the pedal will control all the parts
(except for the organ set which still accepts expression 
only for the melody voices).

b) Use the [FREEZE] button to freeze your expression pedal
settings. How? Press [DIRECT ACCESS] and move the 
expression pedal. When the display changes to show 
which parts are assigned to the pedal - switch all parts on. 

Then, press [DIRECT ACCESS] and [FREEZE]. Now tick 
ONLY the PEDAL settings in the Freeze page. Ensure the
[FREEZE] button is switched on - and your preferred 
settings will stay in place whichever Regi-stick set you 
use.

Note: See Tony Ross’s article on changing and storing 
the expression pedal settings (page 10)

7. I've  pressed  the  [EDIT]  button  and  can  see  the  eight  
registration  setting  names.  Now  I  can't  get  back  to  the  
main  headings  -  Ballroom,  Crystal  Sounds,  Latin,  Organ  
and  Swing  &  Jazz.  How  do  I  do  this?

Press the [UP] button. This is displayed in the bottom 
right-hand corner of the screen whilst you are in the EDIT
page.

8. The  Ballroom,  Crystal  Sounds,  Latin,  Organ  and  Swing  &
Jazz  folders  are  empty.  Have  I  accidentally  deleted  the  
registration  files?

I doubt it. Chances are you've tried to get to the 
registrations through the SONG or STYLE window. Go 
back to the MAIN display and make sure you use button 
[J] to call up the registrations.

9.  I've  looked  at  the  
contents  of  each  
Regi-sstick  set  -  
and  there  seems  
to  be  a  lot  of  
duplication.  There
are  also  some  
items  which  only  
appear  in  certain  
sets.  What's  
going  on?

OK - each set of
Regi-Stick data is
optimized for a
certain instrument
configuration. So, whilst the contents may look the same,
there are usually differences within the actual setup. 

Take, for example, the right hand volume balances in
Regi-stick set 1 which are set much lower than in set 2.
This is because you can control the actual balance using
the expression pedal in set 2. Having the balances set
higher means that you can really bring the right hand
sounds to the forefront of your arrangement when you
need to - and lets the organ registrations in particular
really snap and bite! Hmmm…. I wonder who set those?

Equally, Regi-stick sets 3 and 4 contain the Custom
Systems setups - for use with MIDI bass pedals. Again,
these are set up differently depending on whether you're
using an optional second keyboard or not. In the same
way, set 1 doesn't have Rotary Templates in the organ
section - because we felt that any true organ enthusiast
who wants to use a Leslie speaker would also want the
proper control that can only be achieved with an
expression pedal.

10. This  is  the  first  time  I've  really  had  to  get  my  head  
round  this  'Files  and  Folders'  business…  but  I'm  not  
really  sure  what  I'm  doing!  Help!

It does seem that many people have been so happy
doodling away with the Tyros2's great One Touch Settings
and MusicFinder that they've never really got to grips with
how the Registration Memory works. The Yamaha Club
'Understanding Files and Folders' factsheet is available
from the club website - or they'll be happy to provide you
with a printed copy for a small charge. This really is well
worth having - and by the time you've worked through it
you'll be an expert Regi-stick handler!

Note: Yamaha Club are holding a “Beginners Guide To
Yamaha” day on 6th June 2007. (See the advert on page
21.)

OK, that's covered the basic questions - and used up all
my space for this issue! Next time I'll look in detail at
some of the performance possibilities opened up by the
Regi-stick, and we'll talk about MIDI pedals and Leslie
speakers. In the meantime, happy playing!

James Sargeant - Tyros2


